
Clowning

Kneehigh’s 
Hansel and Gretel

Naturalism

Suitcase

Stage CombatThe Railway Children

Year 7 introduces students to the foundations of drama through creating, performing and evaluating work.
Students develop confidence, creativity and collaboration while exploring character, storytelling and

performance skills. Through naturalism, text study and physical theatre techniques, they begin to understand
how theatre communicates meaning and how performers engage an audience.

Creating and developing a narrative
Building character
Rehearsal techniques
Basic Drama techniques

Building convincing characters
Stanislavskian actor training techniques

      (eg. circles of attention, magic if, 
       given circumstances)

Kneehigh Theatre Company
Focus on design skills;
puppetry, object manipulation
props design, Rob Higgs’
contraptions Slapstick

Mime skills
Origins of clowning
Clown ‘types’

Safety considerations
Stage combat moves
Pace for dramatic
effect

Live theatre analysis
Devising House Challenge 



Refugee Boy
by Lemn Sissay

Commedia Dell’Arte

Technical Theatre

Acting Skills

Steven Berkoff’s 

Physical Theatre
National Theatre’s 

Peter Pan

Year 8 broadens students’ understanding of theatre styles, texts and design. Students deepen their practical
and analytical skills through the study of physical theatre, Commedia dell’Arte, technical theatre and

contemporary social issues. They learn to communicate ideas with increasing sophistication while exploring 
the cultural, historical and social influences that shape performance.

Vocal skills - pace, pitch, pause, tone, volume
Physical skills - posture, gesture, facial expression,
movement

Historical context
Stock characters
Slapstick
Lazzi

Social context and empathy
Exploring status
Monologue
Perspective in Drama Lighting (lanterns,

angles, colour)
Sound (diegetic/non-
diegetic, SFX,
transitions, effects)

Bouffon characters
Physical theatre & representation
Metamorphosis

Live theatre analysis
Devising House Challenge 



Mask

Hamilton

Bertolt Brecht

Old Times
by Molly Taylor

TensionIntro to GCSE

Year 9 challenges students to think critically about theatre’s role in society. Through political theatre,
contemporary texts and theatre design, students refine their performance, design and evaluative skills. 

They explore how drama can influence audiences, provoke discussion and communicate powerful social,
cultural and political messages, preparing them for GCSE study.

Rules of mask
Clocking the audience/passing the focus
Physicality and exaggeration

Historical context
Focus on design skills; costume design,
set design and lighting design

Didactic theatre
Socio-political message
Brechtian techniques (gestus, multirole,
allegory, placards)

Text exploration
Relationships
Space & proxemics
Atmosphere

Foreshadowing
Pace and timing
Dramatic irony
Proxemics

Staging configuration
Characterisation
Stage composition
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