
Explore character,

setting, and themes

Heroes and Villains,
Myths and Legends

British
Literary
History

Coming of Age

Project:
My Life in Books

What’s your reading
journey?

The Odyssey 
Simon Armitage (adaptation)

Why did it take 10 years for
Odysseus to get home?

The year 7 curriculum aims to give you a clear foundation about the origins of English literature and
language. We will use a range of different texts to explore key themes for each term which will help us
to improve our reading, writing, oracy, and critical thinking skills through our Floydian Scholar values.

Narrative Poetry
Why are poems used to

tell unforgettable stories?

Write an analytical

paragraph on Odysseus Oracy skills:

memorise and

perform a poem

Poetry by Heart
Oracy Competition

Why do we listen to poetry?

Write a

narrative poem

Etymology and language
How has the English language

changed over time?

Analyse a

Shakespearean extract

Explore texts

through time

Write a persuasive

speech Perform modern 

re-tellings of classic tales

Explore different

gernes, characters,

and famous plays
Learn about pathos,

logos, and ethos

Shakespeare’s Plays
Why do Shakespearean characters

still influence stories today?

The Bone Sparrow
Zana Fraillon

How do experiences shape the person we become? 

End of year assessment:

what reading skills have

I learnt?
Write an impactful

piece of description
Write a range of

transactional texts



Slam Poetry
Oracy Competition

What makes spoken poetry
effective?

Analyse Shakespeare’s

presentation of gender

roles

Outsiders and
Others

Gothic Fiction
What are the key Gothic conventions
and how do writers across time use

these to explore ideas about ‘the
other’?

Relationships
Much Ado About

Nothing
William Shakespeare

What makes a successful
relationship?

Love and Relationships
Poetry Anthology

How do poets present different
relationships?

Compare the

presentation of

relationships in 2 poems

from the anthology,

Narrative Writing
Can I create atmosphere in

writing?

Write an analysis of an unseen

extract from Gothic fiction
Oracy skills: Write and

perform your own slam

poem

Write your own suspensful

short story.

Explore a range of extracts

from Gothic texts.

Explore modern suspensful

short stories

I Am Malala, Teen Version
Malala Yousafzai

Why is it important to speak out about our rights?

Explore

journalistic texts

Write a range of

transactional texts

End of year assessment:

what reading skills have

I learnt?
Write your own

autobiographical opening

The year 8 curriculum builds upon the foundational ideas established in year 7.  We begin to reflect on
human nature and explore key aspects of identity. We continue to explore a range of texts from across

different genres and time periods to demonstrate the cyclical nature of literature and the importance of
reflecting the past in order to improve.



Changes in Society

Summer
Reading : 

The Hunger
Games

The Hunger Games
Suzanne Collins

How can individuals rebel against
an oppressive regime?

Create, and write about,

your own dystopia

Dystopian Fiction
How has the dystopian genre

developed over time and what are
the key messages of dystopian texts?

Write an analysis

of a key theme in

the novel

Analyse how print and

online media texts

present information

and identify bias

Exploring Media Texts:
 How can the media be

used to inform but also to
mislead?

Write your own article

using tone and bias to

impact your reader

Reputation and
Prejudice

The Merchant of Venice
Shakespeare

What are the consequences of
prejudice for individuals and

for society?

Analyse the way in which

Shakespeare presents the

impacts of prejudice on Shylock

Conflict Poetry
How do different types of
conflict  impact people?

Persuasive Speeches
How do writers persuade their audience

using rhetorical devices?

Write a persuasive speech

presenting your opinion on a

topic that you feel passionate

about

Perform your speech in

front of your peers

Conflicting
Ideas

In year 9 we debate key ideas surrounding human rights, protected characteristics, and engage with texts
that are more conceptually challenging. This helps us build resilience with more complex texts. We aim to

leave year 9 as  critical thinkers who deeply consider the interconnected nature of society and can
advocate for ourselves and others.

Compare the ways that poets

present themes in two poems
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