
Philosophy, Religion & Ethics

Philosophy, Religion & Ethics is a GLOBALLY RELEVANT, INTELLECTUALLY CHALLENGING subject, that
aims to promote EMPATHY and CULTURAL AWARENESS. Students will learn to THINK CRITICALLY by

CHALLENGING, QUESTIONING and EVALUATING different viewpoints, including their own.  

1. Introduction to Philosophy - Who am I?: 
This is our first unit in Year 7, because most primary school students
will not have studied Philosophy before but many will have done
different levels of Religious Studies; all will begin in the same place.

2. Introduction to World Religions - How do people
understand their place in the world?: 
After establishing some examples of ‘ultimate questions’
in the previous unit, this unit is an opportunity to explore
a common answer to those questions: God.

5. Sacred Spaces - How do people understand their place in the world?: 
After considering attitudes to the environment in general, we look more closely at
smaller environments and how they are managed; namely, a variety of different ‘sacred
spaces’. Students will end Year 7 with a ‘Sacred Spaces’ project, incorporating many of
the philosophical, religious and ethical themes covered previously in the year.

4. Attitudes to the
Environment - Are we
responsible for the
environment?: 
After establishing some
ethical systems, we
move on to apply our
learning to the issue of
environmental
responsibility.

3. Introduction to Ethics - How should we behave?: 
After considering different ideas about how the world came to be,
we begin to question how we are expected to behave within the
world. This involves an investigation into different religious and non-
religious approaches to moral rules and ethical systems.
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1. Non-Religious Worldviews - What do non-religious people believe?: 
At the end of Year 7, in the ‘Sacred Spaces’ topic, both religious and
non-religious examples of important spaces were explored; Year 8
begins with an enquiry into non-religious belief, including concepts
and examples of organised groups.

2. Religion and the Media - How is religious belief depicted in the media? 
After exploring the full variety of both religious and non-religious belief, this
unit aims to explore ways in which the media presents religious and non-
religious belief, or promotes bias of certain beliefs

3. Animal Rights - To what extent should animals have rights?: 
After considering how human stories are depicted in the media,
we move on to look at the depiction, treatment, use and rights
of animals, with a focus on the concept of specieism and animal
rights compared to human ones. 

5. Religion and Art - How do people use the world around them to express their beliefs?: 
After exploring theories about our existence, we spend this unit considering how people
might explore and express their beliefs about why we are here using the world around
them. This involves the study of a number of different artistic expressions, including
poetry, dance, music, and stories in popular literature. What does artistic expression aim
to invoke, and how successful is it at understanding the nature of the divine?

4. Enquires into Ontology -
How do we know what is real?: 
After enquiring into the relative
differences between humans
and animals, the next unit
goes even further. We begin
by questioning what it means
to exist and how we know that
what we are experiencing can
be trusted as real. This also
includes a study of
consciousness and the
concept of the soul.
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4. Christian Beliefs (GCSE) - What do Christians believe about God? 
The last half term in Year 9 marks the official beginning of students’ GCSE journey. Christian
beliefs are taught first so that this can be applied to other areas of the course later on.

. Enquiries in Philosophy - Can we solve philosophical and ethical dilemmas?: 
Students will then be guided through their ‘personal philosophy project’, in which
they will further apply knowledge and questioning skills gained thus far to a
relevant topic of their choice, resulting in a final creation of an academic poster.

1. Hellenism Then and Now - How are Ancient Greek beliefs about God(s) practised in the modern day?: 
After considering different mediums of artistic expression in Year 8 (with the example of literature on
Greek mythology), this unit explores Hellenic belief in Ancient Greece and how these beliefs are still
practised today. Hellenic belief in Ancient Greece also provides excellent contextual knowledge for
when we study the philosophers who opposed these beliefs in the following unit.

2. Enquiries in Philosophy - Can we solve philosophical and ethical dilemmas?: 
This involves an introductory enquiry into epistemology, metaphysics and moral
philosophy from Ancient Greek through to more modern perspectives - different
theories are studied and applied, requiring students to draw from many of the skills
and questions we have covered in Years 7-8. 
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